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INTRODUCTION
Forced organ harvesting may seem like a remote 
issue, something associated with the terrorist group 
ISIS, Cambodia, or, especially, China. The religious 
groups, prisoners of conscience or othersused as a 
source, are practically at the other end of the world. 
It may seem disconnected from the West, since it 
does not have a hand in the criminal activity itself.

However, as it turns out, while the West is not con-
ducting the crime, it is supporting it with its know-
how, technical means, international businesses and 
expertise. Contrary to the well-known fact that Chi-
na exports vast amounts of goods each year, the sit-
uation in theadvanced medical sector is the absolute 
opposite. The first issue is the medical equipment 
itself – up to 92% of it is imported to China. The 
second one is the market presence of the western 
companies supplying China with transplant prod-
ucts. In the case of organ preservation products, the 
type of items everybody needs for transplantation, 
a Chinese article has stated that the market is purely 
dominated by western companies. 

A third issue is that western companies have be-
come stakeholders in the – obviously largely illegal 
– organ harvesting in China. Their profits over the 
years have even multiplied several times. Some of 
them are also currently exhibiting a strong desire to 
enter this market. This creates another issue alto-
gether – these western companies, with their head-
quarters in the US or the UK, or elsewhere, have a 
very strong motivation to keep any data and evi-
dence about forced organ harvesting to themselves, 
as well as lobby against any independent investi-
gation into this issue. China does not even have to 
pay them off, as it has already been paying them 
through their annual revenues for a long time. Not 
only does this create an obstacle, it also means that 
the extremely valuable data they hold may not be 
accessible. For example, the evidence of how many 
immunosuppressive drugs these companies were 
selling in China in certain years, versus how many 
they sold in other countries, could help estimate the 
total volume of (illegal) transplant procedures in 
China.

There is also one last issue this business situation 
brings about, and that is the influencing of the med-
ical sector. We have discovered that one company 
did a medical study about their new transplant prod-

uct with a Chinese doctor who publishes studies 
with his peers in China. Or that the company Roche 
was testing their product on ‘executed prisoners’ in 
China. If western doctors – influencers in the field 
of transplants – are doing transplant research or a 
medical study with their Chinese colleagues, they 
won’t speak out against China in that regard. 

The overall situation is similar to China illegally 
killing people with guns, and western companies 
manufacturing them. Well, perhaps not willing-
ly – but illegal transplant procedures simply have 
to use the same goods as the ‘legal’ ones. We are 
providing China with the tools that it is using to 
murder innocent people with. Another perspective 
altogether is the international scale of forced organ 
harvesting. As we have discovered, the transplant 
tourists come to China from at least 20 countries 
worldwide. Forced organ harvesting in China is ob-
viously a large-scale, international, business-orient-
ed operation.

Trustworthy research

Our findings in this summary come from our 
report titled Economics in Organ Harvesting in 
China, which was published in December of last 
year. 

The report was also read and promoted by  
DAFOH, an organization consisting of doctors, 
experts on forced organ harvesting, who are well 
aware of all the medical terms and logic we based 
our research and evidence on. 

Human rights lawyer David Matas did mention 
the report at the World Uyghur Congress Confer-
ence in 2019.
 
The research was featured in several articles in 
the international media, as well as being selected 
by the International Conference on Organ Tech-
nologies, which takes place in London, UK, at the 
end of June, for oral presentation - although for 
certain reasons we may not attend this time.

https://theircc.org/organharvesting/
https://theircc.org/organharvesting/


TRANSPLANT TOURISM TO CHINA
Transplant tourism to China is seen as something 
unethical – as long as not put together with the evi-
dence of forced organ harvesting, as then it becomes 
a far bigger issue. Yet this assumption that “normal 
transplant tourism to China” would just be unethi-
cal, is, as we have come to know, not accurate. 

China officially uses executed prisoners, which 
makes us think that these people must have done 
heinous crimes during their life, and it becomes a 
question of ethics. However, the same principles of 
fair court trials and judgement, as enjoyed by dem-
ocratic countries, do not apply to China. 

In fact, there is even direct evidence of abusing the 
death penalty. In 2012, China executed a few Tai-
wanese citizens for drug smuggling. Three years 
before that, in 2009, China executed a female busi-
nesswoman who was organizing a false fundraising 
campaign. And perhaps the most appalling is the 
case in 2008 – China executed a medical scientist 
for sharing state secrets with Taiwan. We can only 
guess if it was related to illegal organ harvesting. 
Thus, there is no “safe and civilized” option for get-
ting an organ in China, and their method of procur-
ing organs is inhumane right from the start. 

Perhaps that is why something like forced organ 
harvesting was able to become wide-spread there 
in the first place. This is also what we focused on in 
our report, using very credible evidence.We simply 
did a search in the public, medical NCBI PubMed 
database, and searched for the keywords “transplan-
tation in China” among the medical studies. And 
the results indeed brought more light to the issue.

First, we identified 20 countries from which trans-
plant tourists travel to China for an organ, as this 
was mentioned in the various medical studies writ-
ten by western doctors, as shown in the infographic 
below.

The evidence we obtained indicates that trans-
plant tourists have been travelling to China for a 
long time, in some cases as early as 1992 (Malay-
sia) or 1993 (Australia), a time during which the 
transplant business in China was still in its infancy. 
A significant portion of the studies also point out 
the inadequate quality of the transplanted organs in 
China and toward an increasing trend in transplant 

tourism to this country (Malaysia, Korea). The data 
from the US reveals that patients may sometimes 
skip the step of seeking professional help within 
their country altogether. Although we have only 
one such case, it is a significant find, since it makes 
it obvious that a lot of transplant tourists are abso-
lutely beyond any possible means of tracking them. 

One case in Canada then hints at the existence of 
a systematic illegal organ trade on an internation-
al scope. The patients were contacted beforehand, 
even before they came for an examination to the 
transplant center – and, which is highly relevant, 
some of these patients later went to China for an 
organ. The approach of the doctors indicates that 
it was not the doctors themselves leaking the in-
formation, and so it was proactively gathered using 
other means. This calls for an official investigation 
by medical associations and societies. It is possible 
that some organization in China is proactively call-
ing western patients on the waiting lists – which is 
surprising, as more than 300,000 Chinese citizens 
each year need a transplant as well, and can’t get it 
themselves.

Context is then finally also provided by a certain 
study from 2016. While it‘s not solely focused on 
China, it provides a valuable picture of who receives 
money from transplant tourists. The research found 
that 158 patients paid the donor directly, 22 of them 
a broker, 5 the hospital and 2 a private company. In 
short, if we have any doubts about an internation-
al, illegal business created from organ harvesting, it 
is enough to just look whom the patients pay. The 
global transplantation landscape already suffers 
from such a practice and there is no reason to think 
that when it comes to China it will be any better. 

Another sad fact is a finding by doctors Delmoni-
co and Budiani-Saberi.  In their study, Organ Traf-
ficking and Transplant Tourism: A Commentary on 
the Global Realities, they  mention that it’s possible 
for a transplant to happen in a third country – not 
the one of the recipient or that of the donor. Which 
means that Chinese organs could be flown to anoth-
er country and be provided to a person there, com-
pletely bypassing any means of controlling it. Even 
more grave is the possibility that some of the organs 
the transplant tourists do obtain in other countries 
are in fact Chinese ones.

https://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=china
https://www.kidney-international.org/article/S0085-2538(15)54915-6/fulltext
https://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201904/04/WS5ca557aaa3104842260b45a8.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ajt.13766
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1600-6143.2008.02200.x


When it comes to the number of cases of transplant 
tourism mentioned in these studies, it went up to 
hundreds of cases in a given study. While that is not 
conclusive enough about the scale of organ harvest-
ing, it is in fact abnormal, as just a single transplant 
center would have tens of cases of transplant tour-
ism during one year, and so it indirectly hints at the 
possible scale of the issue.Western doctors are well 
aware of transplant tourism to China. A country, 
in which there are officially more than 1.5 million 
prisoners, but just the imprisoned Uyghurs alone 
number 1 million. In other words, a country where 
you can’t go by the official numbers.

The fact that 20 countries in the world have con-
firmed cases of transplant tourism to China, as well 
as the loopholes in the global health system that 
some people are abusing, and lastly the fact that 
China could even be providing organs forcefully 
harvested from innocent people to other countries, 
visibly show that forced organ harvesting in China 
is a global issue concerning many countries in the 
world.

TRANSPLANT TOURISTS TRAVEL TO CHINA  
FROM AT LEAST 20 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE

https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/china
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/inside-chinese-camps-thought-detain-million-muslim-uighurs-n1062321


THE COMPANIES
It may be hard to imagine at first what kind of prod-
ucts are needed for a legal, or illegal transplantation 
procedure. Forced organ harvesting is perhaps usu-
ally associated with a forced procurement in some 
sort of a van, a few meters from a prison. 

But even if the initial conditions would be crude to 
such an extreme, it also has another side – the trans-
plant tourist that comes and gets the organ someone 
else had to die for. He is subjected to all kinds of 
treatments, benefitting from medical diagnostics 
equipment, medical devices and the consumables 
and drugs provided.

So when you support the transplant tourist in get-
ting their organ by providing the know-how and the 
technology, as long as the organ they are getting 
was forcibly taken from someone, it also means you 
are supporting forced organ harvesting. You assist 
criminals in increasing the success of their ille-
gal business scheme and in getting their payment. 
That’s seemingly what some western companies 
are doing.

The transplant products

Let us focus on the usage of these products in Chi-
na. Third-party research says that most such prod-
ucts are actually imported to China, which is also 
indirectly confirmed by the amount of revenue from 
companies we found out about. Also, in 2018, the 
Chinese national medical committee published a 
plan for the import of new medical devices, and the 
numbers indicate that the amount of some of the de-
vices in China will almost double in comparison to 
the current situation. The Sweden Council for Busi-
ness and Investments believes that up to 92% of the 
medical technology devices in China come from 
foreign companies, which is documented in their 
report “The market with medical devices, business 
Sweden – China”, published in 2016. (Later tak-
en down, but archived on our website) And China 
Briefing also reported that “China is very depen-
dent on imports from the outside, when it comes to 
medical devices and supplies”. Moreover, the organ 
preservation market in China is said to be purely 
dominated by western companies, as the Chinese 
ones don’t have the proper certificates for that (as 
shown in a Chinese article which we archived, but 

was taken down along with other evidence after we 
published our report). And that’s just the medical 
devices, and we haven’t even attempted to estimate 
how many immunosuppressive drugs you need to 
buy in order to facilitate tens of thousands of illegal 
organ harvesting cases per annum. 

When we account for the illegal side of it, China is a 
country with extremely good prospects for the sale 
of transplant products. The sad truth is that west-
ern companies must be aware of it. In some cases, 
they have been doing business in China for over 
20 years. They must have come across the news 
that China uses executed prisoners in the 90s, and 
known about it when the Transplant Society spoke 
out against it, also in the 90s. They must have heard 
the news and read the evidence about forced organ 
harvesting in China since 2006. They must also 
know that China has issues with its organ donation 
system. Yet, they continue their business, without 
any statements, or public, conscious efforts to make 
sure China is not misusing their products.While it 
may be hard to do so because of all the limitations 
China imposes on western companies, including 
certain laws, the ability to access their servers, or 
having to accept its political views, there is a differ-
ence between trying to do so and not trying at all. 

Our initial awareness about this issue compelled us 
to do an internet search about tens of medical com-
panies which were, or could have been, related to 
the transplant industry in China. We used the high-
ly-acclaimed Bloomberg services to directly look 
at their revenue graphs, as well as information from 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and 
their press releases and annual reports. When we 
found a lead, we searched the internet again, even 
in Chinese, about their product.And what we found 
is evidence that the transplant industry in China, 
in which the international industry of forced organ 
harvesting is hidden, is a business matter worth 
billions of USD each year. But not only for China, 
as someone may assume. No, that’s just the share 
of western companies, owned by western citizens, 
with headquarters and branches in western coun-
tries. All this time, up until the time we did this re-
port, we thought that the only party making money 
from the illegal transplants and killing was China, 
but sadly, it is also the West.

https://www.china-briefing.com/news/market-overview-medical-devices-china/
https://journals.lww.com/transplantjournal/fulltext/2007/08150/The_Transplantation_Society_s_Policy_on.2.aspx#R3-2


OrganOx - United Kingdom* 
Bridge to Life - United Kingdom 
XVIVO Perfusion - Sweden  
Organ Recovery Systems - USA                                                 
Waters Medical Systems - USA  
Organ Transport Systems - USA  
Organ Assist - Netherlands   
Lifeline Scientific - China/USA   
 
*trying to enter Chinese market

Astellas - Japan 
Novartis - Switzerland
Pfizer - USA 
Roche - Switzerland 
Veloxis Pha. - Japan/Denmark  
Sanofi - France

Ona Lambda - USA 
Abott Laboratories - USA 
Danaher - USA 
Hologic - USA

Medical robots: Intuitive Surgical - USA 
BioGlue: Cryolife - USA* 
*trying to enter Chinese market

Others

Transplant diagnosticsOrgan preservation

Immunosuppressive  
drugs

20 WESTERN COMPANIES SELLING  
TRANSPLANT PRODUCTS TO CHINA

90s

92%

These companies profit from 
China in the tens of billions 
pounds per annum. They have 
a motivation to stay silent.

Some of them provide China 
with transplant products since 
the 90s. They have known 
about all the issues for a long 
time.

It is said that 92% of the 
medical devices to China are 
imported. And seemingly or-
gan preservation products are 
all from western companies.

The companies hold so much 
useful data that any coop-
eration with them would be 
game-changing.

Read more details at: theircc.org/organharvesting

https://theircc.org/organharvesting/


The revenue

The annual revenue for the relevant companies was 
not always available, or available for longer than 
just 10 years back. But that makes the findings even 
more staggering.

The company Astellas did almost triple the annual 
revenue from 2010 to 2019. Abbott Laboratorie’s 
annual revenue grew to be five times larger be-
tween 2011 and 2018. Danaher multiplied it over 
four times from 2009 and 2018, as did Intuitive 
Surgical in the same years. Roche more than tri-
pled its annual revenue from 2010 to 2018, and then 
we have certain amounts of data for others as well. 
This growth is contrasted with the fact that the of-
ficial number of transplant in China has remained 
the same – how are the sales of transplant products 
growing, if they are officially ‘not needed’?

The western companies could be supplying China 
with up to 71.2% of the devices and consumables 
used for transplant procedures. One Chinese med-
ical study mentions that the cost of a kidney trans-
plant procedure in China is 10,531 USD overall for 
the hospital, where 69.2% consists of the medica-
tions and 2% miscellaneous medical services.

It all comes down to the fact that western companies 
active in the Chinese transplant industry get tens of 
billions of USD each year from China in total. And 
while not all is from their transplant products, or 
those related to transplantation procedures, China 
is not a forgiving country for western companies. 
Losing one market could mean losing more than 
just one.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The forced organ harvesting of prisoners of con-
science in China is still going on and western com-
panies are indirectly profiting from it. And medical 
studies confirm that transplant tourists from at least 
20 countries travel to China for their organs.

This means that the forced organ harvesting can be 
dealt with – we are responsible for the companies 
supporting the functioning of the transplant indus-
try in China, as well as the patients traveling there. 
Our companies, health organizations, and transplant 
tourists can influence the situation. In the case of 

the companies, it may seem that their stocks would 
plummet if they limited their business in China, but 
the ethicality of such a move would encourage in-
vestors in the long-term. Companies such as Google 
have left China, and their stocks are still going up.

We could either minimize the demand, or the tech-
nology support, if not stop it altogether. Forced or-
gan harvesting in China will never cease by itself,
without the efforts of the West.

Do a control check of related companies that sup-
port China with transplant products, or try to enter 
its market, and either have their branches or head-
quarters in your country. These companies should 
be warned, as well as helped with ways of how to 
minimize the chance of their products being used in 
forced organ harvesting.

Ask companies with their headquarters or branches 
in your country to provide the relevant data about 
their transplant business in China as well as other 

countries, to help estimate the scale of the crime.

Issue to your transplant centers and health organi-
zations a special report with information pertaining 
to the means of how the patients can go for an or-
gan to China unofficially, and how these organs are 
procured, so they could warn these patients to – at 
the very least – travel for an organ to a different 
country. 

https://www.annalsoftransplantation.com/download/index/idArt/883217


As well as ask your transplant centers and health or-
ganizations if any special means can be put in place 
that could stop or minimize transplant tourism to 
China. As is featured in our report, medical studies 
describe cases of possible loopholes. 

Ask your Ministry of Health or a similar institu-
tion if there is any way to improve the control of 
the transplant waiting list. As we saw in medical 
studies, as long as the patients are willing to lie 
about the situation, the current system has no way 
of knowing otherwise. 

And ask the transplant centers, or independent re-
searchers, to compile a list of evidence about how 
China uses low quality organs in their transplant 
procedures. We came across medical studies men-
tioning this. Such a list could help transplant tour-
ists to not go to China for an organ.

To create a special, governmental committee which 
would oversee the ethicality of western companies 

with branches or their headquarters in your coun-
try that are doing business in China. It could ad-
vise them on the issue and access information about 
what measures these companies employ to avoid 
being complicit in forced organ harvesting.

Implement a law which would forbid China from 
copying any immunosuppressive drugs developed 
in your country and their use. (in the concept of ‘ge-
neric drugs’, which can officially be done world-
wide after a certain number of years)

Investigate the situation about transplant tourism 
brokers, as they facilitate transplant tourism to Chi-
na from the West.

Pass the related legislature, which would ban trans-
plant tourism to China. 

And pass the legislature which would prosecute 
anyone partaking in the forced organ harvesting 
business in China.

 
The IRCC, or in other words the Institute to Research the Crimes of Communism, is focused on the communist 
crimes of the present, by exposing and investigating them. Out of all of these, we look into China the most, as 
it’s the biggest communist regime in the world, as well as the penetration of communist influence into demo-
cratic societies. 

Pavel Porubiak is a senior analyst at IRCC. At present, he is researching the persecution  
of various groups in China in relation to transplant tourism. 

Lukas Kudlacek is the director of IRCC, and professionally dedicated to economic and stock market  
environments, and conducts analyses in the areas of security, geopolitics and the economy.  
A senior equity trader.

For more information, please contact us at: info@theircc.org
 

The whole report is available at: theircc.org/organharvesting 
 

Any links taken down (e.g. Sweden Council stating 92% medical devices to China are being imported 
or certain Chinese sources) we used in the report have their archived versions available on the website as well.

ABOUT US

https://theircc.org/organharvesting/



